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“In nine and a half months I 
lost everything,” said Shena, a 
program resident at The Rescue 
Mission’s Charis House. “I lost my 
kids, my house, and my car.”

At the age of 33, Shena was 
working at a nursing home 
and even volunteering in the 
community. Then all of a sudden, 
everything fell apart. Shena’s 
father died, her childrens’ 
grandmother was murdered, 
and Shena was raped by 
a man who was then only 
given probation.

To numb the pain, Shena 
started using drugs and 
dealing drugs, which landed her 
in jail. After jail, Shena tried a 
few different halfway houses in 
Fort Wayne, living out of her car 
between houses.

In June of 2018, Shena was 
accepted into Charis House, 

where she found her real change, 
and within two months even had 
her children back.

It hasn’t been easy. Shena knows 
about a dozen people she used 
to do drugs with who have 
overdosed, her husband was in 
the hospital and deathly ill, and 
one time she even found a bag 

of meth on the street. She said 
she is able to cope with stress 
because of what she has learned 
at Charis House.

“Charis House taught me how to 
deal with what caused me to get 
high, whereas the other places 

just preached on staying clean,” 
she said. “There’s a difference 
between just being sober and 
actually recovering. Now I have 
the tools to live on the outside 
and not have to worry about 
how I’m going to handle anxiety 
and depression. Charis House 
did more than just get me sober, 

it made me a better person in 
every way.”

In just nine and a half months, 
Shena had racked up 17 
criminal charges, mostly 
felonies. Now, she’s working, 
has a car, and is getting a 
house.

“I know it was God,” she said. “I 
went for checkups even after I 
got clean, and they wanted to 
admit me because I was in such 
bad shape. The doctors called 
me a walking corpse. I know the 
only reason I’m alive is God.”

Charis House changed everything for Shena

Finding 
more than 
sobriety

2018

“The doctors called me a 
walking corpse. I know 

the only reason I’m alive 
is God.”
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A note from

Dear Friends,

In case you missed it, big things are 
happening at The Rescue Mission! On 
April 9 we broke ground at 404 E. 
Washington Blvd, the future home of 
The Rescue Mission’s Life House and 
Restoration House.

It was incredible, as so many 
wonderful people came together to 
show their support for the homeless 
men, women, and children served at 
The Rescue Mission. 

The groundbreaking was also the 
launch of the public phase of our 
capital campaign. This means we’ll 

be relying on faithful 
donors, like you, to 
contribute to the 
project.

We’re trusting the 
community will help 
provide $3M so we 
can continue our 
mission of “providing, through the 
power of Jesus Christ, a home for the 
homeless, food for the hungry, and 
hope for their future.”

Breaking Ground for A City on a Hill

Some special groundbreaking thank-yous
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Gloria Whitcraft

Marcia Haaff

Pastor Ron Williams

Learn more about the campaign at CityOnAHill.net



In August 2016, Dave had 
a commencement for his 
completion of the long-term 
program at The Rescue Mission. 

“We frequently hear that we 
need to change our people, 
places, and things,” Dave 
said. “I didn’t do a good 
job of changing the people 
I was associated with, and 
it ultimately made a huge 
difference in setting myself up 
for success, and setting myself 
up for failure.”

Dave, whose gentleness and 
kindness is undeniable, wanted 
to see the best in everyone, 
especially two of his very best 
friends. But, unfortunately, they 
manipulated him into situations 
that led Dave into a downward 
spiral, and he began to drink 
again.

“I used drinking as a coping 
mechanism,” Dave said. “I knew 
deep down that I could not keep 
living my life that way.”

Dave swallowed his pride and 
came back to The Rescue 
Mission, where he was also 
hooked up with Parkview 

Behavioral Health’s Intensive 
Outpatient Program (IOP).

“Through my time at IOP, and in 
my classes here at the Mission, 
I learned the value I have as a 
person, not only in my eyes, but 
God’s eyes as well.”

This winter, Dave had a bad fall 
on a patch of ice, and fractured 
his femur. He ended up having 
surgery to place a rod and pins 
in his leg.

But instead of seeing the bad 
in everything he was going 
through, Dave chose to see the 
positive.

“In many ways, I’m grateful to 
God for the events of the past 
few months,” he said. “I could 
really see God at work in the 
people around me.”

Now that Dave has completed 
the long-term program at The 
Rescue Mission, he is returning 
to his hometown of Pittsburgh to 
care for his ailing parents. 

“I am not the same person who 
entered the east doors at The 
Rescue Mission,” he said. “I am 
stronger, more grounded, and in 
absolute awe of God’s love for 
each one of us.”
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“To know that The Rescue 
Mission runs on donations 
only, with no government 
assistance, amazes me. This 
place has changed my life 
in such a way that I cannot 
put into words. The heart 
of God beats throughout 
these walls, and all of your 
donations are His pulse. 
Thank you!”

“Where the Lord is, there is 
liberty. The Rescue Mission 
has given me freedom so I 
can focus on my recovery 

from drugs and a sinful 
lifestyle. It wouldn’t have 

been possible without 
the generosity of you. 
God bless you. You 

helped us change our 
destinies.”

You gave Dave another chance

PatrickEverett

Your gifts are making a difference
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The Rescue Mission would like to thank our corporate partners for their faithful and generous support:

TheRescueMission.net

YES,
I want to see 
more people 
change their 
lives for good

Greater Hoagland Group

YOUR SUPPORT IS CHANGING LIVES FOR GOOD. Women like Shena are regaining custody 
of their children, and men like Dave are learning to see in themselves what God sees. Lives are 
changing because of you! Will you continue to support men, women, and children who are 
facing a homeless crisis by sending in your best gift today?

$20 to change lives for good

Enclosed is my gift of:

$50 to change lives for good

$100 to change lives for good

$_______ to help as much as possible

Please bill my credit card

A growing partnership
To kick off The Rescue Mission’s 
public phase of the City on 
a Hill Capital Campaign, 
The Community 
Foundation of 
Greater Fort Wayne 
gave a $100,000 
gift towards the 
$3M needed for this 
phase. This is on 
top of the $40,000 
matching gift they 
provided for operations of the 
current facility and programming. 

“The Community Foundation of 

Greater Fort Wayne is setting 
an example of what it means to 
partner with us in Changing Lives 

for Good,” said Rescue 
Mission CEO and Senior 
Pastor Donovan Coley. “Not 
only are they supporting 
our current mission, but 
they are investing in the 
future with us.”

If you’d like to make a 
contribution to The Rescue 
Mission’s City on a Hill Capital 
Campaign, visit the website at 
CityOnAHill.net.


